Cutting Carbon and Cost in Bird Work
Environmental impact is becoming an increasingly important consideration alongside cost-effectiveness in bird work as businesses, local authorities and organisations seek to minimise their carbon footprints as well as costs. All the more so since the greenest route can, more often than not, also be the most economic for all concerned.

This is the firm view of urban bird management authority, Grahame Turner, who has long been pioneering low impact proofing materials and methods with international bird control leader, Network. 
 
“Until quite recently most customers saw least environmental impact as least visibility more than anything else,” he notes. 

“Minimising the visibility of bird proofing with the most discreet systems installed in the most professional way remains an important priority in the majority of jobs. 
“At the same time, though, more and more people are looking to minimise the overall environmental impact of their buildings and businesses these days, offering excellent opportunities for bird solutions that cut both carbon and cost.”

Grahame Turner sees bird spikes as an ideal example of the opportunities available for economies in both respects, through careful choice of materials and well-planned installation.

Stainless steel spikes are widely regarded as superior to plastic for their combination of lower visibility, greater robustness and longer lifetime. But in material terms, he stresses that the grade of stainless steel used, the type of plastic base and the way the two are married together provide considerable potential for environmental and economic savings.

“It’s important not to over-specify with stainless steel, for instance,” Grahame insists. “316 grade wires may be necessary in very harsh environments but 302 grade stainless 
is quite sufficient for the overwhelming majority of bird work. And lifecycle assessment shows it requires 15% less energy to produce as well as reducing the product cost. Which is why we specify it, together with the best balance of tensile strength, as our standard.

“Equally, the reground u/v protected polycarbonate – recycled from old car headlights – we use for Avipoint spike bases has a similar lifespan to virgin plastic for little or no extra cost. What’s more, its slightly tinted colouring blends in far better with most buildings than the stark brightness of the non-recycled alternative.
“Insert-moulding our wires into their bases further reduces environmental impact by avoiding the need for the extra plastic essential to give the wires in post-assembled units sufficient support,” he continues. “Low profile bases also mean Avipoint spikes are less visible and can be stacked more tightly together for easier handling and valuable economies in installation time.

“And ingenious features like built-in glue guides and convenient gutter, window and beam clips all save valuable time as well as considerable amounts of adhesive in many cases. It can also be far quicker to use beam clips than spend time cleaning grime off steelwork ledges to use glue”

But material inputs typically represent only around 25% of the cost of a proofing job. So alongside materials of the right quality, Grahame Turner stresses that well-planned professional installation is vital in minimising the environmental impact of bird work.
Having sufficient materials – including fastenings and accessories– the right specialist tools and good access equipment on site keeps travel, down-time and installation problems to a minimum. This ensures the quickest, most efficient completion for the least overall economic and environmental cost.

“Speed is, of course, absolutely no good without sufficient care and attention,” observes Grahame. “Spikes are quicker and easier to install than nets or bird wire. But even these are easy to get wrong. 
“Using the wrong type of spikes for the job, installing them too far apart or in the wrong orientation, or fitting them insufficiently securely are all recipes for failure likely to lead to rapid call-backs. And these can be very expensive indeed – both economically and environmentally – particularly when working at height in public places. So doing the job well once invariably pays dividends in both respects.


“Good environmental dividends come from proofing that lasts too,” he adds. “Quality materials and skilled fitting mean the longest possible working lifetime, which substantially cuts the overall cost of the job.  After all, the easiest way to halve the annual cost of any installation is to double its effective life.”

So there you have it. Grahame Turner has no doubt that the best installers armed with the most appropriate materials and equipment provide clients with a whole host of valuable ways of reducing the carbon footprint as well as the financial cost of their bird work. In a world in which environmental consciousness will only increase, this has to be another excellent way in which those committed to quality can stand out from the crowd.



